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COVID-19 Safe Plan

A safe environment and the health of our participants, employees, volunteers, families, and visitors are priorities for the Amateur Repertory Company Inc (ARC) management. This updated plan outlines conditions for participation in ARC’s choral activities that will help to reduce or mitigate the chances of COVID-19 transmission during rehearsals and other in-person activities. It is based on current advice from the Victorian Government health authorities and the choral community leadership. Included are the revised and additional health and safety measures that ARC will implement, and our reciprocal expectations of participants, employees, visitors, families, and volunteers who attend our activities in-person. This plan will be regularly reviewed and updated. 

This plan applies to in-person choir rehearsals from Term 1 2022 inclusive of:
· ARC Children’s and Youth Choir rehearsals held at the Bridge Preston 218 High St Preston.

· ARCappella adult choir rehearsals held at Sacred Heart Primary School Preston, 1 Clifton Grove Preston.
Attending Rehearsals
ARC will:
· Ask all registrants including current ARC members their vaccination status as part of their registration.
· Maintain an electronic attendance record for each choir rehearsal, provide a QR Code and paper-based Visitor and Patron Contact Log. 
· Have a dedicated COVID Marshall at the designated venue entrance to monitor:
·  arrivals and dismissals. 
· Only permit fully vaccinated singers to participate in in-person rehearsal. This includes to check proof of COVID vaccination for attendees over 16 years of age 
· assist with the QR checking in 
· Have a hand sanitation station at each building entrance and require everyone to sanitise their hands before entering.

· Adhere to venue restrictions on numbers. 
· When possible, rehearse outdoors.
· Continue to offer participation in rehearsals via Zoom for members who are unable to attend rehearsals in person 
ARC Choir members and visitors:
· Will be met by a COVID marshal at each rehearsal and will be required to follow the marshal’s instructions regarding QR check-in, health screening and proof of vaccination status

· All singers over 18 years of age will be required to provide proof of COVID vaccination prior to participating in rehearsals. From term 1 2022, full vaccination for adults means that you have had at least 3 doses of a COVID-19 vaccine (includes initial 2 doses plus booster).
· All singers aged 12-17 are required to have been vaccinated with 2 doses of a COVID vaccine prior to participating and are recommended to receive a booster when eligible.

· It is recommended that singers aged 7-11 receive a COVID vaccination prior to participating in person as they become eligible.
· Proof of vaccination can be provided through the QR Check in process or by providing a printed copy of your vaccination certificate and photo Identification if requested.
· No attendees over the age of 18 will be permitted to ARC rehearsal venues if they are not fully vaccinated.  
· Arrive promptly to your scheduled arrival time. For ARC Children’s & Youth Choir, where possible, we ask that only one adult takes part in drop off/collection of children.

· Please ensure that you / your child is in good health before attending rehearsal. If you/ your child is unwell, please do not attend until you are better.
· All adults and children over 8 years of age must wear a fitted face mask indoors, unless exemptions apply. 
· All singers, including adult and children’s choir members will be required to wear a face mask when singing indoors (N95 masks are recommended). Face masks are also recommended outdoors while COVID case numbers remain high.
· Do not attend rehearsal if you have been at a known exposure site until acquitting COVID testing and isolation requirements as per government advice.
· When entering/exiting the venue please adhere to social distancing requirements; maintain 1.5m distance. 
Hygiene and Additional Measures
ARC have arranged:
· Dedicated volunteers to wipe down all surfaces and door handles in the rehearsal room before, between and after sessions and ask all participants to avoid touching common area surfaces.
· Large, well-ventilated spaces at each of our rehearsal venues, and will adhere to room capacity based on current guidelines. 
· Air Purifiers at each rehearsal venue when singing indoors.
· have restructured the way we run rehearsals ensuring social distancing and to prevent contact between the choristers.
· As per current government recommendations for choirs –that choir seating will be spaced 2.0m apart where space allows.  
· Single use items or volunteers to serve tea/coffee to assist with social distancing during breaks. Choristers are encouraged to bring their own cups and drink bottles
ARC Choir members are requested:

· To cough into their elbow or a tissue and place used tissues straight into the bin then wash their hands or use the hand sanitation station in the rehearsal room.
· To limit physical contact with others and to avoid touching their eyes, nose, or mouth.
· ensure that you/ your child brings their own named water bottle/keep cup to rehearsal. Bring your choir folder and a pencil. Choir members should not share materials during rehearsal. 
Communication

Communication from ARC:
· ARC will advise all members and families from their rehearsal venue as well as the venue contact should an ARC member become unwell with COVID-19.
· Should a venue contact advise that a member of their community has become unwell with COVID-19 we will advise ARC members from that venue and ensure that our rehearsal rooms have been appropriately sanitised before we hold our next rehearsal.

· Should an ARC conductor fall ill, they will not return to work until they have been cleared by a doctor/returned a negative COVID test.
Communication to ARC from Choir members and families:

· Should you /your child become unwell after attending and ARC rehearsal venue, please contact the ARC Choir Manager as soon as possible on manager@arcappella.org.au or 0434 356 688.
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